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3, Fitzwilliam-square, East, Dublin, 
My Lord, 5 December 1839. 

I HAVE the honour to submit, for your Lordship’s consideration, a Memorial 
respectably and numerously signed by the nobility, gentry, and clergy of 
the county of Galway, praying for a reformation of the abuses which exist 
relative to the Fisheries of that coast. 

Accompanying it, are extracts from the “ Reports of the Commissioners on 
the Irish Fisheries,” to which I beg leave to call your Lordship’s attention. 

Should your Lordship wish to require further information on the subject, I shall 
be ready to wait on you at any time you may command me. My address is 
3, Fitzwilliam-square, East, Dublin. 

I have, &c. 

To the Lord Morpeth, (signed) L. W. French , 

&c. &c. &c. Capt. unattached. 

Castle, Dublin. 



To the Lord Lieutenant-general and General Governor of Ireland. 

May it please Your Excellency, Galway, October 1839- 

We, the undersigned noblemen, gentlemen, and others, interested in the 
developement of the internal resources of Ireland, beg most respectfully to call 
your attention to the present stale of the Fisheries in the Bay of Galway, and pray 
that you will take such measures as in your wisdom you may see fit for placing 
them on a better footing. 

The Fisheries in the Bay of Galway have been for many years impeded to 
a most prejudicial extent, by the exercise of rights with which the Claddah fisher- 
men conceive themselves to be invested ; they are the regular fishermen of the 
hay, and being a powerful body, acting in concert, they have hitherto been 
enabled to enaiTt laws, not only for their own observance, but which they compel 
all others to respect; during the continuance of the summer herring fishery they 
are in the practice of fixing certain evenings for spreading their nets, and on such 
evenings as they do not think proper to go out they generally send out from six 
to ten boats to prevent any other party from fishing ; at that season of the year, 
the peasantry along the coast engage in fishing, and if any of them venture to 
spread their nets on such evenings as the Claddah men do not go out, they are 
attacked and driven in by their, so called, “ Guard Boats.’ Trawling, a peculiar 
mode of fishing which is practised in most bays of Great Britain and Ireland, and 
found highly productive, has been attempted in the Bay of Galway, but the 
hostility of the fishermen obliged the parties to desist. 
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It is quite evident that the operation of such a combination is highly injurious 
to the interests of the country, for not only is the quantity of the fish smaller than 
would be the case were there a perfect free trade, but the price is enhanced • and 
there is a complete barrier to the extension and improvement of this important 
branch of national wealth. Such is the ignorance of the Claddah fishermen, that 
no appeal or reasoning can satisfy them of the injustice of their assuming exclusive 
right to the fisheries of the bay; nor convince them that there are other and more 
effective modes of fishing than those which their forefathers adopted, and which 
they continue to follow. 

Several years ago a sloop of war was stationed in Galway Bay, for the suppression 
of any acts of violence, and many very salutary regulations were then introduced 
but which, since the withdrawal of the vessel, have fallen into desuetude. Were 
it inconvenient to send a vessel on the same service, our means of detection 
where an outrage is committed, would be the enforcement of a regulation, that all 
boats should have the numbers on the sails, in figures of not less than two feet 
long, in white letters when the sails are tarred, and black letters when the sails are 
white. The Custom-house, Coast-guard, or other Government officers could 
easily carry this into execution without any additional expense being incurred by 
Government. It would, however, be of lasting importance to have a vessel of 
war on the spot, to carry into effect such regulations as Government may see fit 
to institute. 

Until the present monopoly is put down the fisheries in the Bay of Galway can 
never be made that source of wealth which they are so well fitted to become, by 
individuals being at liberty to pursue the trade in whatever manner they conceive 
most beneficial lor their own interests. At present no individual will expose his 

L? n< * P ro P e rty to the assaults of a powerful body of ignorant and reckless men. 

The evidence given before the Commissioners in 1836, and to which we beg 
leave to refer, sufficiently bears us out in considering this matter highly deserving 
the attention of Government, as involving a source of great wealth to the com- 
munity, and employment for a large number of the peasantry. 

We have, &c. 

His Excellency 

The Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, 

Castle, Dublin. 



NAMES AND DESIGNATIONS. 



NAMES AND DESIGNATIONS. 



Edmond Blake, Mayor of Galway. 
J. H. Burke, St. Clarens, j.p. 

M. Redington, m.p. 

Thomas Martin, m. p. 

Gort. 

Sligo. 

Lord Wallscourt. p. 



L.W. French, Capt. late lltli Light Dragoons 
Edward Eyre Maunsell, Clerk, Vicar St. Ni- 
cholas, Galway. 

Richard Adams, Merchant. 

Richard M. Lynch, Distiller. 

C. Ffrench Lynch. 

Alexander Thomson, Col. c.b., Kellow 
Cunnemara. 

Henry Galway, Rockwood. 

James Nichol, Ardfry. 

J. Lushineton Rielly, Collector of Her Ma- 
jesty’s Customs. 

W. D. Bellew, Bart., Mount Bellew. 

George Cuppaidge. 

J. Burke, Bart., Marble Hill. 

Henry T. Blake, Ardfry. 

Jas. Val. Browne. 



Charles Blake, jun., j.p., d.l. 
Martin Blake, j.p. 

Jno. Atkinson, Merchant. 

John P. Blake, Dangan Cottage. 



Henry Comerford, Merchant. 

James Fynn, Merchant. 

James Kearney, Comptroller of Customs. 
Rush & Palmer, Merchants. 

A. J. Veitch, m.d., Surgeon County Infirmary. 
P. M. Lynch. 

Isaac Comerford, Merchant. 

J. Veitch, m.d., Surgeon County Galway 
Prison, 

James Browne, Manager National Bank, 
Galway. 

Henry Townsend, Merchant. 

James Ffrench, Rocklawn. 

John Kilroy, Hotel. 

Christopher C. Blake, Galway. 

John Blake, Ardfry. 

Edward Bourke, Senior Vicar St. Nicholas. 
M athew St. George, Kiledgan Castle. 

James Daly. 

Michael Blake, Frenchfort. 

John Ireland, j.p. 

Patrick Blake, Frenchfort. 

Nicholas Blake, Frenchfort. 

Denis B. Potter, Green Hill. 

Joseph H. Bath, Solicitor. 

J. O’Meally. 

George Birnie. 

Patrick Nolan, Hotel. 

Janies 
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NAMES AND DESIGNATIONS. ! NAMES AND DESIGNATIONS. 



James F. MacHugh, Roundstone. 

Henry Morgan, Vicar. 

Arthur Ireland, Merchant. 

P. J. Blake, Barrister at Law. 

Martin Lynch, j.p. 

Myles M'Donnell, j.p. 
r. D. Persse, Merchant. 

R. Macdcnnell. 

A. W. Blake, j.p. and d.l. 

Jos. Buckley, Club-house. 

James Rush, Merchant. 

Francis Fitzgerald, Lloyd’s Agent. 

L. Maclachlan, Galway. 

Thomas Blake, J. P., Menlo Castle. 

Denis Kirwan, Agent to the Bank of Ire- 
land. 

Walter Lambert, Castle Lambert. 

Mathew Eaton, College, Galway. 

C. P. Bodkin, m.d. 

John Burke, Magistrate, County Galway. 
John Nolan, Magistrate, County Galway. 

J. Randal, Attorney. 

Philip Lynch, Attorney. 

James Mahon, Northampton. 

J. D. Nolan, Solicitor, Prospect. 

John Lopdell, Athenry-house, j.p. 

Richard J. Meade, Spring Park. 

*George J- P. Brown, d. n., Roman Catholic 
Bishop of Galway. 

Valentine Blake, Bart, and d.l. 

John D’Arcy, a.m., Vicar. 

William Kelly, j.p., Bama-lodge. 

J. T. Moore, Rector of Eirke, Spiddall-lodge. 
George Dwyer, Clerk, Rector of Ardrahan. 
Richard Croker, Lieutenant of Revenue 
Police. 

H. T. Blake, a.b., l.d.c., Surgeon Town of 
Galway Infirmary. 

James Corbett, Merchant. 

James Blake, j.p , Tully. 

Andrew Blake, Merchant. 

Charles Costello, Merchant. 

-J. Leonard, Galway. 

G. F. O’Flahertie/Lemonfield. 

Dudley Persse, d.l. 

Andrew H. Martyn, p.p. 

Thomas Cottingham, Ardnasalla. 

James Hare, Merchant. 

John O’Loughlin, Merchant. 

P. Moran, m.d. 

Patrick Fynn. 

C. E. Blesset, Lieutenant r.n., Commanding 
Dolphin. 

Robert Persse, Newcastle. 

Robert Persse, jun., Castleboy. 

P. J. Morris, r.c.c. 

Richard Keogh. 

George Symmons. 

Bernard Browne, Mount Bernard. 

Robert R. Gray, m.d. 

Patrick Thomas. 

B. J. Roche, p.p. 

Michael D’Arcy. 

Robert Burke, St. Clarence. 

Roderick O’Conner, Rahoon-house. 

Pierce M. Blake, Corofin. 

Francis Blacke, j.p., Cregg Castle. 

C. Sloper, Merchant. 



236. 



Denis Clarke, Merchant. 

Martin Morris, j.p. 

John Moore, Commander r.n. 

John Harrison, Merchant. 

Patrick Cmnming, Merchant. 

J. Stephens. 

Edward Staunton, Merchant. 

William Brady, Architect. 

J. W. Browne, a.b.,c.s.j. 

Rev. John M'Grath. 

Rev. J. Hughes. 

George Commins, R.c. 

Matt. Thos. Smyth, late Sheriff. 

Rev. James Kealy. 

L. Leonard, r.c.c. 

John Costello, j.c. 

William Grives, Merchant. 

Patrick Bermingham. 

Patrick Clayter, Merchant. 

William Feely, o.s.f. 

James Quinn. 

Mark Finn, p.p. 

Michael F. Jennings, o.s.f. 

John Francis, o.s.f. 

Joseph Finn, v.d.m. 

Edmund Burke, j.p. 

John Brunskill, a.m., Clerk. 

Laurence Foley, Brewer. 

Patrick French Kelly. 

J. H. Cowan. 

Robert D’Arcy, j.p. 

Patrick Fitzpatrick, Solicitor. 

Charles G. Burke, Barrister. 

Edward H. Burke, Marble Hill. 

T. J. Donelan, j.p. 

Laurence M'Calman, m.d. 

Digby French, m.d. 

Edward Browne, j.p. 

Thomas J. Blake, Brooklawn. 

Andrew Browne. 

M. J. Blake, m.p. Galway. 

Edward Hyde French. 

Clancarty. 
i J ames Bell. 

Thomas Lancaster, j.p. 

W. le Poer French, Rear-Admiral. 
Robert. Powell, Captain. 

A. A. Freer, late Major 25th Regt. 

J. Crampton. 

Michael Foley. 

Patrick D’Arcyl MerchaIllSi ciiHen. 

James D Arcy J 

M. A. Foster, a.m., Clifden. 

Michael Kelly, Surgeon. 

J. Andrews, Insp. Coni', Clifden. 

J. O’Neill, j.p. 

*Edmond French, d.d. 

Burton Burdon. 

Rev. Pat. Hughes. 

Charles Lynes, Loughrea. 

Robert Martin, j.p. 

John Bodkin. 

Edward John Concannon, Waterloo. 
Daniel M'Niven, Ashfield. 

Charles Wallace, j.p. 

B. French. 

William O’Hara, Recorder. 

Robert O’Hara, Lieut.-Col. 
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— No. 2. — 

There is no answer in the Records of the Chief Secretary’s Office to. the fore- 
going, inasmuch as the parties who presented the Memorial had an interview with 
Lord Morpeth. 



Captain French ' s Address to the Noblemen, Gentlemen, and others of the West 
Coast of Ireland, on the subject of the Galway Day Fisheries. 

Having lately returned to this neighbourhood, after an absence of 27 years, 
spent in active service, during which time I have had various opportunities of 
becoming acquainted with the regulations and orders observed on the most impor- 
tant fishing grounds in various parts of the world, my attention has been directed 
to the practices which prevail amongst the fishermen in the Bay of Galway ; and 
I use the freedom of addressing you, in the hope that you will favour me with 
your co-operation in calling the attention of Government to a state of things which 
is fraught with the most injurious results to the welfare of this portion of the 
country. You are probably aware that the Claddah fishermen lay claim to an 
exclusive right to the fisheries of the hay, and determinedly prevent any inter- 
ference with what they regard inalienably belonging to themselves. They have 
uniformly obstructed all attempts to introduce improved modes of fishing ; and are 
in the habit of attacking such of the peasantry as venture to fish on those nights 
which they proscribe. From the continuance of this state of things, no change can 
be introduced ; and instead of the fisheries of the Bay of Galway being placed on 
a sound and healthy basis, they will continue in the same state which they now are 
in, instead of steadily advancing and keeping pace with the other fisheries of 
Great Britain. 

The evidence given before the Commissioners appointed by Government in 
1836 to inquire into the state of the Irish Fisheries fortunately enables me to lay 
before you such statements as can hardly fail to carry conviction of the necessity 
of something being attempted for the extinction of a monopoly of the most objec- 
tionable kind, since it is sufficiently plain that improvements, however beneficial, 
cannot be introduced until there is some provision made for the protection of those 
who may feel disposed to benefit the country by introducing such modes of fishing 
as in other places have been found to be effective. 



Extract from the Evidence of Colonel Thompson. 

Colonel Thompson is satisfied that this coast abounds with all kinds of fish, 
but the modes of fishing are very imperfect. The men employed have little skill in 
fishing ; and until improved modes are introduced, and the men instructed, the 
fisheries cannot be profitable. The fish on the coast from Achill Head to Galway 
would supply all Ireland. There is no order observed in fishing, and disputes 
frequently occur in shooting nets, many of which are cut entirely away, which 
causes the ruin of those whose sole dependence is on the success . of the fishery. 
No enactments will prevent these occurrences. It would be extremely difficult to 
trace the persons who commit the offences, as during the fishery there is an assem- 
blage from different parts of the coast of Ireland. Nothing would more effec- 
tually preserve order than to have a cutter sufficiently manned, and a superinten- 
dent, who would have the power to enforce regulations, and decide disputes sum- 
marily. It would be of advantage to extend the authority of magistrates to 
offences committed at sea in the fisheries. 

Trammels or trawls are not used by any of the fishermen; but Mr. D’Arcy, of 
Cliiden Castle, uses a trawl to supply his house with fish. I have been informed 
that the Galway fishermen, who are a race in themselves, have frequent conten- 
tions with the fishermen on this coast (Cunemara), and do much damage, as they 
fish with large hookers, and often cut and carry away whole nets, and everything 
that comes in their way. 'lheSe acts might be restrained if there was an inspector 
of fisheries on the spot, to take notice of them, and bring them under the cogni- 
zance of the law. The parties injured are so busy during the fishery that they 
cannot spare time to look for justice. 
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From the Evidence of Mr. Morris. 

The practice of trawling has not been frequent. I have known a trawl to have 
been used occasionally in the Bay of Galway by an armed cutter, and have 
counted 700 fish, of at least 10 different varieties, taken in one haul of two hours’ 
draw ; but this mode of fishing has not been followed, from a disinclination to 
come into collision with the Claddah fishermen of Galway, whom it has been 
found impossible to conquer of many foolish prejudices and superstitions. With 
regard to the effect that trawling might have in the bays, there are conflicting 
opinions ; but in the course of my experience and observation, I have found the 
most intelligent and experienced persons say, in which I concur, that the prac- 
tice would rather improve and promote the fisheries generally, were it only to 
procure bait for the hand-line and spillard. There are no regulations existing as 
to modes and seasons, except by the colony already mentioned, at Galway ; and 
indeed it would be temerity in any poor persons residing on the shores of the bay 
to attempt resisting their ordinances : their system is decidedly injurious. When 
the fishing sets in at the mouths of the bays, such is the eagerness exhibited that 
little regard is paid to private rights or property ; I would say more particularly 
by the Galway or Claddah fishermen, of whom it is notorious, that they not only 
cut away all nets that lie in their way, but actually, without the least repugnance, 
take fish and nets into their boats at daylight, and bear up for Galway with 
them. 



From the Evidence of Mr. Blake, of Renvyle. 

I think, at present, there is no power to restrain fishing contentions. The 
police are prohibited from acting in fishery cases, and the cases of common assault 
are consequently very difficult to be got at ; they are generally settled by a fight, 
at some future time, which brings the parties more effectually before the magis- 
trate. The law for marking boals should be rigorously enforced, and magistrates 
should have the power of fining the owners, or crew of unmarked boats, and the 
police should assist in enforcing this regulation. 

A general power should be given to magistrates to decide fishery disputes ; in 
fact, they do at present, but cutting of nets can hardly come legally within their 
power. 



From the Evidence of Mr. Nimmo. 

The opposition to trawling is from prejudice, not from practical knowledge of 
its effects. 



From the Evidence of Lieutenant Hunter. 

The general opinion here is, that there should be a superintending authority, 
to preserve order, prevent thefts, and enforce the observance of regulations as to 
nets. 1 have heard of several cases in which the Galway fishermen were accused 
of cutting and carrying away nets belonging to this coast. Irawling might be 
practised on this coast with profit. 



From the Evidence of Mr. Dalton. 

The fishermen of Arran complain that the Galway fishermen are in the habit 
of taking their nets and fish, and ill-treating them when they have complained of 
the wrong suffered. An armed force, to protect the fishermen, should be placed 
under the direction of a magistrate at the large island of Arran. 



From the Evidence of Mr. M l Donnell. 

It has become the practice of the south-side fishermen to go out at once when 
the harvest-herrings appear in their creeks, and two or three of the local gentry 
have gone out armed for' their protection, 'i hese fishermen have latterly been so 
successful, by going out to days or a fortnight before the 4th of September, that 
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the Claddah men are beginning gradually to follow their example. Another rule 
of the Claddah fishermen is, to suspend the harvest-herring fishery for two or 
three nights in each week; this probably is done to keep up the prices of the 
market, by preventing a greater supply from being brought in than can be advan- 
tageously sold. There should be efficient, respectable, and trustworthy officers to 
carry all legal regulations into effect, under the direction of three paid commis- 
sioners. Not more than one-sixth of their time through the year is now spent in 
actual fishing ; but with a better description of craft, and an improved system 
their employment in fishing would be more than double. 



From the Evidence of the Claddah Fishermen. 

The rule against commencing the harvest-herring fishery until all the Claddah men 
can go out, which is the only rule for the commencement of any fishery in Galway 
Bay, has been in existence longer than the present fishermen. It has been broken 
in late years, by fishermen on the south shores of the bay ; but if the Claddah men 
could they would still enforce it, and they have sometimes beaten fishermen for 
violating it. They keep, for the sake of old customs, more holidays than are 
fixed for religious purposes ; but they do not now keep so many of such days as 
formerly, and these observances have nothing to do with the markets. 



From the Evidence of the Rev. Mr. Hughes. 

If the fishermen prepared for going out were anxious to commence the fishery, 
they dare not move until all the fishermen are also provided. 

The Rev. Mr. Hughes stated that, in 1833, an opinion was very generally 
entertained in Galway that if trawling were allowed in the bay, the market would 
be most abundantly supplied with the best fish ; and he was induced by the repre- 
sentations he had heard to support the proposal for trawling, against the prejudice 
of the fishermen. He raised a subscription, and bought a trawl net, which was 
to have been twice tried by the crew of a private vessel, and he was to have been 
on board to witness the experiment. In his absence from Galway the trial was 
attempted, and the fishermen having chased the vessel, the attempt was not per- 
severed in. The net was afterwards neglected ; it became useless ; and no 
attempt at trawling has been made since. 



From the Evidence of Mr. Doiv. 

In 1822, Mr. M ‘Lachlan’s vessel was equipped for trawling in the bay, under 
the protection of a revenue cruizer, from the crew of which a guard for the 
vessel was obtained. 



From the Evidence of the Mayor of Galway . 

The Mayor of Galway has jurisdiction in the bay to the islands of Arran, but 
he is unable to exercise it in preserving order among the fishermen, as he has not 
a fit municipal force for the purpose. 

The corporation of Galway has never made an effort to improve the fisheries, 
by giving premiums for good modes of fishing, good outfits, and early and large 
supplies of fish, or by giving small loans for improving the boats and gear. Nor 
has any committee or society been formed in Galway for promoting improvement 
in the fisheries, by disseminating information on fishing, supplying deserving 
fishermen with improved gear, and promoting emulation by premiums. 



From the Evidence of the Rev. Mr. O'Donnell. 

They (the Claddah men) should be encouraged to settle on allotments of land 
near the opening of Galway Bay, in the vicinity of Casleh or Costello Bay, by 
which they would be closer to the best fishing places, and have a source of em- 
ployment when unable to fish. 
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From the Evidence of Captain Wynne, b.h., Inspecting Commissioner of the 
Coast Guard. 

This fishery is very productive, and often holds for three months; but the 
Claddah fishermen are prejudiced and obstinate in their ideas of fishing, and will 
not allow any persons to fish but when they are themselves pleased to go out. 

It may be stated as an established truth, that in its fisheries the coast of 
Galway surpasses every other line of coast in the British empire. 

I am decidedly opposed to any interference for interdicting particular modes 
of fishino-, or prescribing seasons, or the size of meshes ; but I consider legal 
reiulations necessary for the preservation of order, while the boats are engaged in 
the fisheries. The boats should be painted black, and have the owner s name on 
the stern, and large white numbers on the quarter or bow; the sails also should 
be numbered, and there should be a penalty for not having boats thus distin- 
guished; one-half to be given for information of offences. During each great 
fishery, an armed vessel should be employed to maintain order. Whenever the 
boats BO out for herrings, there is generally a disturbance and a battle, home- 
times as many as 2,000 boats are out at the same time, lining the coast for 31 
miles They are employed (that is, reckoning the days on which they are occu- 
pied in every week) as fishermen about six months in the year, but might be pro- 
fitably employed for nine months. 



From the Evidence of Mr. Henry Cashel , late Inspector of Fisheries. 

The white fishery, if properly encouraged and conducted, would be a source of 
great wealth and employment, as the fish do not migrate. 

g The system of trawling has not been practised in the bay as the fis £ermen are 
averse to it. Their real objection seems to be, that it would make the hsh too 
plenty in the market. I have known them, when they have been very success- 
ful with the spillard and long lines, to remain at home several days unengaged. 
(Conclusion of Evidence.) 



Concluding Remarks. 

It is a fact not generally known that about 200,000 1 . is annually paid by Ireland 
for Scotch herrings, although there is around her shores not only an ample supply 
for her own consumption, but also sufficient to form an article of export were 
proper means adopted to render this bountiful supply available. 

I trust you will excuse my having trespassed thus far on your attention, but the 
importance of the subject must plead my apology. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) L. W. French , 

Galway, October 1S39. Captain unattached late 11th Light Dragoons. 

p S— I be» to mention that my attention has been directed to this subject in 
consequence of having lived for a short period this summer on the coast ; when, 
under my own observation, the peasantry have frequently been dr, yen m by the 
Claddah fishermen, and, in one instance, an attempt was made to sink a small 
boat by throwing into it a large stone, and, in pelting, two of the peasantry were 
severely injured. 



(True copy.) 

Dublin CastleA WILLIAM TIGHE HAMILTON. 

March 1840. J 
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